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Art, XXV .—The Succmon of the Seljuks in Asia Minor. 

By Stanley Lane-Poole. 

In preparing the eighth volume of the Catalogue of Oriental 
Coins in the British Museum, which will describe the coins of 
the Turks, I found myself confronted at the outset with a 
serious obstacle in the shape of twenty-five coins of various 
Turkish Amirs of Asia Minor, of whose history and chrono¬ 
logy almost nothing appeared to be known, and of whose 
coinage the only examples hitherto published were five 
specimens (three varieties) described by Dr. E. von Bcrgniann 
and by Prof. J. Karabacek respectively, in the “Berichte” of 
the Vienna Academy, and in the “Numisinatische Zeitschrift.” 
The twenty-five examples in the British Museum had long 
remained unnoticed. Some I found in the ’Otlim&nly 
series; but most of them were discovered and partly identified 
by ray uncle, the Keeper of Coins. The inscriptions were 
for the most part clear enough; and the difficulty consisted 
simply in the fact that the history of the princes who issued 
them was not generally known or easily accessible. The 
trouble and research that were necessary before I could 
arrange and attribute the coins and draw up approximately 
complete chronological lists of these dynasties and princes, 
are, I think, a sufficient excuse for the following pages, in 
which I shall try to smooth the way for ray successors. 

It is well known that on the breaking-up of the Seljuky 
kingdom of Er-Rum, or Anatolia, ten separate dynasties 
divided its territories among themselves. The Kardsy dynasty 
sprang up in Mysia; the lines of Sdru-khdn and Ay din 
in Lydia; of Mentesha in Caria; of Tekkeh in Lycia and 
Pamphylia ; of Ilamid in Pisidia and Isauria; of Karamdn in 
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Lycaonia; of Kcrmiyun in Phrygia; of 9 Oilman in Phrygia 
Epictetus; and of KizilrAhmadly in Paphlagonia. 

All these dynasties were gradually absorbed by the rising 
power of the ’Othmanlis, once the leust among them. At 
the end of the eighth century of the Hijreh, not a hundred 
years after the assumption of independence by ’Othm&n I., 
the arms of B&yezid I. made a clean sweep of the nine rival 
dynasties. After the battle of Angora, when B&yezid was 
defeated and taken prisoner by Timur, and the Tatar horde 
almost annihilated for the moment the power of the ’Othmanlis 
in Asia, seven of these dynasties were restored, and enjoyed 
a new lease of life for some twenty-five years ; but in 829-32, 
five of them were re-absorbed by Murid II., and in 877 the 
’Othm&uly rule was supremo over all the provinces which once 
owned the sway of the Decarchy, or Zehnfiirsten . 

Between a.h. 700, when these dynasties sprang up, and 
a. li. 877, when the lust of them succumbed to the ’Othm&nlis, 
there is space for a good many princes, and, in the due 
settlement of their places and dates, there is ample room for 
confusion and doubt. Von Hammer’s details are very in- 
suflicient; but much allowance must be made for this indus¬ 
trious historian, inasmuch as the originals he relied on are 
frequently to blame for his obscurity. The Turkish annalists 
are not only mutually contradictory, but they have a habit of 
speaking of any of these dynasts as Karasy Oglu , Kermiydn 
Oglu, i.e. son of Karasy, of Kermiy &n, etc., without mentioning 
the name of the descendant in question. Prof. Karabacek 
has had the advantage of consulting a MS. of Munejjim Bushy 
for his account of the history of the Aydin princes, 1 and 
Dr. Bergmann has used the same authority, as well us the 
Byzuntine historians, in his remarks on the family of Saru- 
kluin ; 2 and to the data drawn from these papers a certain 
degree of finality may be granted, though uu element of 
uncertainty still remains in several details. 

1 Gigliato dcs jonischcn Turkoinancu Fiirstcii Omar-beg: Numismatischo 
Zeitschrift, vol. ii. pp. pp. 624-638, aud vol. ix. pp. 207-214. 

2 Eeitriigo zurmuham. Munzkuudo: Sitzuagsbcrichte der phil.-kist. Classe der 
K. Akadctuie der Wissensckafteii, vol. lxxiii. p. 129 1!. 
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I have been able to supplement these authorities by the 
statements of a highly-esteemed Turkish historian, Sa’d-ed- 
din, whose work Mr. E. J. W. Gibb (whoso translations of 
Ottoman poetry have served to introduce an almost unknown 
literature to English readers) has most kindly consulted 
for me. I have also drawn some valuable notes from Char- 
moy's translation of the Sharaf-Nameli (St. Petersburg, four 
vols., 18G8-1875), and from Rasmussen's Annalcs Islainismi 
(llauniae, 1825), a useful little volume founded on good 
authorities. 

The results of my investigations appear in the accompany¬ 
ing table of the Ten Dynasties, in which their rise on the 
ruins of the Seljuky kingdom, and their absorption in the 
'Othra&nly empire, originally one of their number, is shown, 
together with the break of a dozen years, created by the 
temporary annexation of the majority of these dynasties by 
the 'Othrn&nlis in 792-5. 

It will bo seen that the first dynasty to succumb to the 
rising power of the 'Othm&nlis was that of Karasy, which 
was annexed in a.ii. 737. Next, Ilamid was purchased in 
783; and in 792 Bayezid I. annexed Kermiyan, Tekkeh, 
S&ru-kh4n, Aydin and Menteshd in a single campaign, and 
finished his work in 794 and 795 by the conquest of 
Karam&n and Kizil-Ahmadly. These last seven were 
restored by Timur in 805, only to be again reduced by 
Murad II. and Mohammad II. 

With regard to individual dates, it is to be regretted that 
those of the earlier princes are not recorded by the historians, 
and as the coins are none of them earlier than the middle 
of the eighth century, they cannot supply this deficiency. 
Those dates which are underlined in ray table are given on 
the authority of Sa'd-ed-din. Those of Saru-Khan and 
Aydin are based upon the authority of Munejjim Bashy, 
etc. (apud Bergmann aud Karabacek); the date 746 for Ilyas 
is founded upon the last mention of Saru-Khan himself; but 
Rasmussen gives 740 for his accession. Rasmussen's date 791 
for Ish&k of the same line is rejected on the evidence of a 
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coin of 776; 1 whilst the 'Omar who closes the dynasty is 
inserted on the strength of another coin, which is, however, 
unhappily dateless. Yon Hammer mentions an “ TJmurbeg 
(Mortassen) ” lord of Sdru-khdn in 810 (vol. i. p. 348). In 
Aydin, Rasmussen gives 740 for Mohammad’s accession, con¬ 
fusing him, I fancy, with ’Omar. The latter (“Oumoftr Beg”)» 
according to the Sharaf Naraeh, was reigning in 759. If this 
is correct, Karabacek’s date of 749 for the accession of ’led 
may be a mistake. On the restoration under Timur, Juneyd 
obtained Ephesus, a portion of the Aydin territory, and on 
the death of ’Omar in 806 he succeeded to the whole 
province, apparently, however, only for a short time; 2 
subsequently he also acquired Sdru-khdn ; but in 814 (Sa’d- 
ed-din) or 816 (Von Hammer) ho was reduced to vassalage 
by Mohammad I., and ordered to issue his coins in his 
suzerain’s name. That he did not do so always is shown 
by a very valuable coin of 825 in the British Museum, which 
I have had the happiness of identifying, on which Juneyd’s 
name appears without that of the ’Otlundnly Sultdn. Juneyd 
was finally defeated and killed in 829, and his dominions 
were annexed to the Sultdn’s. 

The Menteshd dates are very uncertain. The first I am able 
to give is 791 for Ilyds, according to Rasmussen. His restora¬ 
tion in 805 is established by a coin in the British Museum; 
and another coin definitely places his son Leyth as his 
successor in 824. This coin is the only authority, I believe, 
for the existence of Leyth. Von Hammer makes Ilyds the 
last prince of this line, and in an account of the fall of the 
Menteshd dynasty, which Mr. Gibb has kindly translated for 
me from Su’d-ed-din, there is no mention of him. 

This account relates that ‘‘when Menteshd Oglu Ya’kub 
Beg, the hereditary possessor of the kingdom and throne, 

1 The question whether it waa Ish&k or Kbidr who wus reigning at tho time of 
Bityczid’s conquest of Sfirti-khhn is discussed by Dr. Bergiuiinn. who decides iu 
favour of the formor. Tho Turkish authorities are divided on this point. Some 
piaco Ishak’s death in 790. 

1 In 805 to 806 Mohammad I. retook SitrO-khiin and Aydin, and reduced 
Kermiy&n to vassalage. Apparently he left Juneyd in possession of at least part 
of his doiuiuions. 
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had laid aside the borrowed garment of life, two sons of his, 
namely, Ily&s and Mahmud, remained. . . . But when Ilyas, 
who succeeded Mahmud (cast off the garment of life), 1 
his sons, Uweys and Ahmad, not content with the favours of 
the Heaven-supported monarch [the ’Othraanly Sultan, ut 
whose court they were staying], felt a longing for the recovery 
of their hereditary kingdom, and planned and prepared for 
flight. On this being reported at the foot of the throne, they 
were imprisoned by the Imperial order in Bedevy Oh&r-tak ; 
and the Sult&n’s servant B&lab&n Pasha was named governor 
of Menteshft. . . . This event occurred about the beginning 
of the year 829. For two years Uweys and Ahtnad endured 
the pains of imprisonment; as they were, * like the bird in 
the cage/ forbidden to go forth, their woes were excessive, 
and their griefs extreme.” At last they managed to escape 
in sacks of hay. “ It wus the season when Kara ’Othman 
B&yendery, ruler of Diyar Bekr, had returned from his 
Bummer encampments, and Ahmad sought refuge with him. 
But he could not stay there, and went to Egypt, after which 
he went to Persia, where his name is lost. Uweys Bey had 
no strength to flee; but, dazed and giddy in the wilderness 
of bewilderment, he fell into the hands of the officers of the 
castle. When this was announced at the Sultdn’s court, the 
decree went forth that Uweys Bey and the castellaiu should 
be concealed from sight in the dungeon of non-existence.” 

Although he is not mentioned in this account, the Leyth 
of the coin of 824 could hardly have been the son of any 
other Ily&s; and the st} r le of his coin exactly corresponds to 
that of his father of the year 806. He must have ruled some 
time between his father’s death in 824 and the appointment 
of B&l&ban in 829. 

The British Museum coins also enable me to fix the date of 
’Al&ed-din of ltaram&n at 766 at the latest, thus nearly con¬ 
firming Rasmussen’s figures 750; and a coin of Ibrahim in 
829 proves that Sa’d-ed-din and the Sharaf Nameh are both 
wrong in placing this prince’s accession at 830. Dr. Berg- 


1 la another placo Sa’d-ed-din says Uy&s died in 824. 
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mann gives 826 as the date of Mohammad’s death. Of the 
accession of *Aly (a brother of Mohammad of Karam&n, set 
up by the contemporary Memluk Sult&n in 816, until Mo¬ 
hammad was restored in 824, all according to Rasmussen), 
neither Sa'd-ed-din nor any other authority that I know of 
makes any mention. As to the end of the Karara&n dynasty, 
Yon Hammer states that Pir Ahmad succeeded Ibrahim in 
14G3 (868) ; but his brother Ishdk ruled in Cilicia; whence 
he retreated to Uzun Ilasan, the Turkuman. Pir Ahmad 
and another brother, Kdsim, held out till 1473 (877); the 
Sharaf Nameh says till 873. 

According to Prof. Karabacek, Yakhshy and others of the 
Ten Princes first began to strike coins in 1327 (728). 

Besides coins of ’Ala-ed-din, Mohammad, and Ibrahim, of 
Karaman; Ishdk and ’Omar of Sdrii-khdn (and Latin issues); 
’l'sd of Ay'din; Juneyd; Ilyas and Leyth of Mentcshd; 
the British Museum possesses examples of a certain Mufettih- 
ed-din, a vassal of the Karamanians, apparently unknown to 
history ; of Mohammad Artin ; of a Beglerbeg (probably an 
early ’Othmdnly governor), and of Ishdk Pash4, who was 
governor of Anatolia under Murad II. and Mohammad II. 
(e.g. in 1432, according to Von Hammer). It is unnecessary 
to do more than refer to them here, as full descriptions are 
given in the forthcoming eighth volume of my Catalogue. 

These coins add some important facts to what the historians 
relate. But a great deal remains to be ascertained, and 
private and public collections must bo searched for further 
specimens, which may probably be hidden among the early 
Turkish issues. Dates are required to fill up many lacunae; 
and mints are no less needed. As a guide to those who may 
find mint-names on these coins I may mention that the chief 
towns of the various dynasties, according to Von Hammer, 
were ns follows:—Of Karamdn—Lnrcnda, Ermenak, Akserai, 
Akshehr, and Koniyeh; of Kizil Ahioadly—Kastemuny, 
Janik, Sdinsun, and Amdsiyeh; of Kermiydn—Kutdhiyeh; 
of Hamid—Akshehr, Begshchr, Sidishehr, Isparta, Karaghaj; 
of Aydin—Isinir (Smyrna) and Ayasuluk (Ephesus); of 
Saru-klian—Maguesia. 
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The following are the dynastic lists so far as I have been 
able to arrange them :— 


Kaiiasy. 



A.It. 

A.1). 

I. ’Ajl&n Beg . circ. 

700 

1300 

Annexed... 

737 

1336 

Keiimiyan. 



T. Kermiyfm Beg . circ. 

700 

1300 

11. Aliehir Beg. 



III. ’Alim ShftTi. 



IV. Aty Bog. 



V. Ya’kub Beg. 



Conquered by B&yezid 

792 

1390 

Dynasty restored by Timur. 



Ya’kub Bog restored . 

805 

1402 

Annexed .. 

832 

1429 

Ham(d. 



I. Fatale ed-din Hamid . circ. 

700 

1300 

II. Iloecyn Beg. 



Purchased ... 

783 

1381 

Texkeii. 



I. Tekkeh Beg . 

700 

1300 

II. P 



Conquered by Bftyczld 

792 

1390 

Dynasty restored by Timur. 



III. ’OUiinfim. 

805 

1402 

Annexed . 

830 

1427 

§aiu5-khan. 



I. Skrb-klikn. 

713 

1313 

II. Ilyfw . 

74G 

1345 

III. Ishkk . 

776 

1374 

Conquered by Bfcyczid 

792 

1390 

Dynasty restored by Timur. 



IV. Khidr Sbfidi . 

804 

1401 

To. # 

805 

1402 

V. 'Omar ... ... ... ... circ. 

809 

1106 

To. 

813 

1110 

Junryd succeeds . 

813 

1410 

Annexed . 

829 

1426 

AydIn. 



I. Aydin Beg. *. 

700 

1300 

II. Mohammad . 

733 

1332 

III. ’Omar . 

7-10 

1339 

IV. ’refit . 

7*19 

1348 

Conquered by Bbyezid 

792 

1390 
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Dynasty restored by Timur . 


v.’rs&n. ... . . 

806 

1402 

VI. ’Omar II. 

806 

1403 

Juneyd succeeds 

800 

1403 

VII. Mustafa. 

824 

1421 

Annexed . 

829 

1426 

MbnteshA. 



I. Menteshfr Beg . circ. 

700 

1300 

II. Vn’kfib 



III. MahniOd 



IV. UyOs . 

791 

1389 

Conquered by Bhyezid 

792 

1390 

Dynasty restored by Timiir . 



Ily&s restored . 

806 

1402 

V. Ley til [Uwoys end Ahmad] . 

824 

1421 

Annexed . 

829 

1426 

Kizil-Aiimai>ly. 



I. Shcms-ed-diu Timdr . 

690 

1289 

II. Shuja’-cd-din. 



III. *Adil Beg. 



IV. Bhyezid Kotiiruin. 



Conquered by Bhyezid I. ... 

796 

1393 

Dynasty restored by Timur . 



V. Isfondiyfor. 

806 

1402 

VI. Ibrahim . 

833 

1430 

VII. Ismfi'il tm 



VIII. Kizil Ahmad . 

864 

1459 

Annexed . 

864 

1459 

KauamAn. 



I. Knramfin. . circ. 

620 

1223 

II. Mohammad I. circ. 

613 

1245 

III. Mahmud. 

678 

1279 

IV. Yakhshy. 

719 

1319 

V. ’AKi-ed-din *Aly. circ. 

760 

1349 

Conquered by B&yezid 

794 

1392 

Dynasty restored by Timur . 



VI. Mohammad II. 

805 

1402 

VII. Ibrahim. 

829 

1426 

VII1. Pir Ahmad and Ish&k . 

869 

1464 

Annexed .. ... 

877 

1472 


Sept. 1, 1882. 




